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MEMORANDUM : -
THE WHITE HOUSE
WAEIER UTOR

TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE , |
XCLUSIYELY EYES  ONLY ‘ May 9, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBIECT: Alleged Damage Done to Chinese Ships by U.S5. Forces

Acting on Br. Kissinger's instructions, 1 called Mrs. Shik Yen-hua
at the Chinese UN Mission in New York, at 2:20 PM today. I was
told that she would be available at 3:00 PM or after,

1 calted again at 3:15 PM and gave her the following message:

My Mna wsked me to call her to get'a message to her boss
dfch we would appreciate his transmitting to his Governs
mmt wmming the Peking announcement that damage had
been done to Chinese ships, The United States was making
an investigation of these incidents and wonld give the PRC
& forimal response through our embassy in Paris when this
investigation was completed, In thé meantime, we wanted
thexnt to know that if there was damage caused to Chinese
shipa by U.S. forces, we would of course apologize and
we would pay compensation.

" I'then ran over this message again to make sure that she fully under-

stood. We then said goodbye and hung wup.

W

Winston Lowrd i}

TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY
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PRC FIRETGN NINISTRY PROTESTS U.5. ATTACKS ON CHINESE SHIPS
BES1628 PEKING WCNA INTERNATIONAL SERVICE IN ENGLISH 1623 GMT
9 uAY 2 B | | - ﬂ
(TEXT) PEXING, MWAY S, 1972 CHSTRH}A)--STATENENT OF THE
WINISRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE‘S REPIBLIC OF CHIM,
MaY 5, 1972 o ST
ON MAY &, 7 AND 8, 1972 VARSIIPS AND ATRCRAFT
Vo HINESE KECIART T et Ry bR ear

NOQ, 160", WHICH WERE ANCHGRED OFF THE SIORE
OF KON NSU ISLAND OF NGHE AN PROVINCE OF THE DEMOCRATIC

REPIBLIC OF VIEINAM, WUNDI N3 CHINESE CREW MEMBERS AND
VIETNAMESE atvnmes WwHO WERE ON BOARD AT THE TIME AND
smmusm n&n&:ﬂs THE aoms OF 'me smPs. fmts

S, ¢ avmxnmt MUST IMYEDTATELY STOP I1S
OFPROVOCATION OF ATTACKING CHINESE MERCHANT SHIPS
AND FREVENT THE RECIRRENCE OF SIMILAR INCIDENTS, OTHERWISE,
IT MUST BEAR FILL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL THE GRAVE
CON EQUENCES ARTSING THIREFROM. THE CHINESE E0VERNPENT
rtx;:smvss THE LAWFIL RIGHT TO DEMAND COMPENSATION FOR
S LDSSES .
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